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1. The following .’u'ucf.ivity am‘l a:h'craft were qbserved at Koothoﬁ airfield
betweeri 15 Decenber 1953 and 6 Janmry 1951.:

- - e -
-

) be: Around 2 P, 2 single—engina airoraft vere parked st the
runwey and 2 Jet fighters wers in front of a hangar of the northeastern edge
of the Tunvay . There was no sir activity.. Visibility wag limited to about
2. h" : - . T E

7 December. Patwan 10 s.m. and 2:30 Pofle, NG air activity was observed.
There was 'a 6/10 overcast at an sltitude of 1,500 métefs and via:[bility of
3 kn. Only two Jet fighters were parked in rront of ‘the - two hangars af. the
northeast.ern section of tha f iold The wéster:i ha.ngar vas vacant.

25X1 s | ’ |
25X1 | | Fo flights were made. .

29_2&%;39_:_. Between 10 a.m. and 2130 p.n., thers was no alr dotivity, Four
Jjet fighters were parked in front of the eastetn hangar “The cloud ceiling
was at an altituda of 500 metars and visibility w.a lixritad to 2 Xf:rr. v

Between 1C:30 a.m. and 12:30 pum., nina ‘jet fighters were .
obsmed &t the fleld. When the weather was cloudless, Jet fighters without
quxillary fuel tanks made incividual flights of about 15 ridnutes duration
in the vielnity of the field. Two jet fighters did serobatics at an
altitude of about 3,000 meters. -

25X1

I |
There wae & cloud tase of about 2,000 meters, a light easterly wind, and
vieibility of 4 km. At 10 a.n., 13 jet fighters were towed from the hangars
to the take-off roint. An additional 6 jet fighters remained in front of the
hangars. Around 11 a.m., the first take-off was mede, Beginning at noon,
there wae intensive flying by individual siroraft. The Jet fighters practiced
aprroaching and flying over the LF station. Shortly before touching ground,
25X the aircraft would take off and repeat this procedure. These practice flights

were perforned 4 to 6 tines,| |

25X1 : | |A1r act vity was discontinued between 1 n.m. nn@ = - o,
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F‘ly-ng wag continved from 2 r.m. to 2:30 p.:. Then, air activity was
halted, ' #robably becauce of the bad vée ther, Subsequently, the aircraft
vere towed inte the hangars. The radar set was not in operetion during
air activity, sxcept at about 10:45 a.m., when it rotated to the left
fo# a short time; each rotation lasted 4C seconds. 1

25X1 2. | |4 AA guné estimated to be 76-mm, in
_ - addition to the 6 x 37-mm AL guns previously seen in tha iautheastern

corner of the field. Another 76-mm AA gun was observed between the
revetments in the northeastern section of the $ield. There probably
vere more AA gune located at the field. On 30 December, AA troors werse
engaged In cleaning guns and aiming practices in the southeastern section
of the field. On 6 January, an additionsl 4 'x '76-mm AA guns were exrplacea
in the southeastern eorner of the field. 2

3. Around 2:30 p.m. on 24 Fecember, an alert sounded at the fleld. At 2:45
Tolley the alrereft were towed out of the hangasrs in the northeastern
section of the field and vlaced in the aircraf't revetments around the £ield.
Tractors &8 well as trucks were used for towing the aircraft. A men wearing
flying gear,. probably the pilot, was observed standing by the opened cockpit

25X1

at each ailreraft. Bight MiG-15s, | | wvere counted in
the revetments at the southeastern corner near the ammunition dump.
There were also two tank trucks « A group of 12 men were assembled

arnund one }1iG-15 which was in front of & revetment. The revetments ia the
northeastern section of the field were occupied by about 14 i“1C-15s. Bstween
thesge aireraft stood 2 radio trucks, 1 task truck and 1 fire truck. About
& XiG-158 were later seen vmarked in the ravetments at the northern secuion
of the field in front of tie western hangars., These aircraft had been hauled
25X1 there from the eastern hangars. | the western
. hangar was vacant. When the towing operatiofl was complefed, the eastern
hangars were open and vacant. Four sentriz=s wers posted at the road inter-
section near the ammunition dump. Two of these sentries took over in the
trench next te the r®ad. A total of 42 scoldlers with guns in firing position
were counted in the road ditch along the fence. They were posted 50 meSars
apart. At 3:30 p.m., the g1l clear signal was sounded.

4. The following observations were made at tie field between 25 December and
g January:

25 December. Betwsen 10:45 a.m. and noor, five MiG-15s circled widely over

the field, The weather was sunny. No additional aircraft were seen at the
field.

28 Dscember. Between 2 p.m. and 3 pum., a single-engine aircraft made lccal
flights over the field. The wpather was rainy. Two alert ¥iG-15s were parked
in front of the eastern hengars.

i 30 _December. Uo activity was observed at the field between 12:20 pome
and 1:40 p.m.

4 _Jdanusry, Between 12130 n.m. and 1:50 r.m., no aircraft were parked
outside of the hangars and no air activity was cofiducted. Two trucks with
sand strewing trailers moved on the snow sovered runway.
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5 January. Between 12:40 p.m. and 2 Tello, individual MiG-15s,| |

» rada flishts. There was sunny weather. |

lako-of f's were made in east-west and west-

I'E'HST; airectlions .

6 Jdanuary. There was air activity at the field, _
2 Janvary. Tlying was practiced during the morning. The sky was mrily

cloudy. Petween 12:3C p.r. and 1:4C Politoy two 1'4G~158 were parked in front
of a hangar at the northeastern secetion of the field. All the hanpars ware
closzed,

£ January . lo air activity was conducted at the field. There wers snow
flurries., 1

L

in the town a number of very young air force
olilcers who apparentlyere strange to the area. s total of 9C vacated
dwellings along the perireter of the town in the vicinity of the field
were occupied by Soviet officers and their dependents who had recently
arrived. 3

1. ____Korment, Yoethen airfield is cceupied by a fighter regiment., From

the observations made during the test alert it ie inferred that the 28
rsrked 1'iG-158 rerresent the totel aireraft strength of the repirent,
provided that no airerafti of the regirent were at other airfields on the
day concerned, The practice fiighte observed on 6 January 1954 are note-
worthy. Cne Dumbo-type set, 1 Fniferest-tvve cet and 1 Fishnet-tyre set
are located at the field.

&l:k;gg;ggg& 5. AA protection at Koethen airfield previously consisted of

3.

8 battery of 37-am AA guns, aa was also observed at other fighter alrfields.
It is unknown for what reason AA protection has been Increased., Sivilar
cbservaticns were also rade st other airfields. There are indications that
the new AA battery had rrobvebly transferred from Dosberits in November 1953,

Corrient. Inforration on the evacuation of dwellings for Soviet
officers dependents has slszo besn recelvesi fror a number of airfields.
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